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TEVET/SHEVAT 5779

JOIN US FOR THESE SERVICES
AND STUDY SESSIONS
Friday, January 4
Saturday, January 5

KABBALAT SHABBAT SERVICE
TORAH STUDY: Va-’era’

6:00 PM
9:30 PM

Friday, January 11
Saturday, January 12

TOT SHABBAT
EREV SHABBAT SERVICE
EXTENDED STUDY - Nehemiah

5:30 PM
8:00 PM
9:30 AM

Friday, January 18
Saturday, January 19

EREV SHABBAT SERVICE
TORAH STUDY: Be-shallah

8:00 PM
9:30 AM

Friday, January 25
Saturday, January 26

EREV SHABBAT SERVICE
TORAH STUDY: Yitro

8:00 PM
9:30 AM

Friday, February 1
Saturday, February 2

KABBALAT SHABBAT SERVICE
EXTENDED STUDY

6:00 PM
9:30 PM

B’nai Sholom Reform Congregation, a Reform Jewish synagogue, is a
community that fosters individual, family and congregational spirituality by
engaging in worship and prayer, promoting learning on all levels, supporting each
other’s needs, bettering our community and our world, and forging connections
with worldwide Jewry.
We take pride in being warm, welcoming, informal, progressive, open-minded,
diverse, and participatory.
We strive to create a vibrant Jewish present, linking our ancient traditions
with the promise of the future.

From our Rabbi…
This time of year we think a lot about Jewish leaders. Judah Maccabee, son of the High Priest Matityahu, was
born into a leadership track. Moses, whose call to leadership at the Burning Bush is the Torah reading around
now each year, is the son of two Levite parents, a sign that he too was nobly born. Being raised in the
Pharaoh’s palace helped him in getting that good job. While some Reform rabbis are the sons and daughters
of rabbis, most of us are not born into our leadership roles. Many of us were inspired and encouraged to
become rabbis, as well as cantors, educators, and communal professionals through our experiences in NFTY,
the Reform Jewish Youth Movement, and through one or more of our summer camps. Reform Judaism has
17 camps – 11 regional camps (including 2 in nearby Berkshire County, MA), 5 specialty camps (2 Sci-Tech, 2
sports, and 1 creative arts), and our national leadership camp for high school students – the Kutz Camp in
Warwick, NY.
While many of my colleagues have great allegiances to their regional camps where they were campers,
counselors, unit heads, specialists, and administration, I have always considered Kutz Camp to be my home
camp. First, it was in my own NFTY region, so we had some regional events there. Also, because it was less
than 40 miles from my home, occasionally on a boring weekend or summer night I’d drive out to camp just to
hang out with friends who might be there. Security’s a bit tighter these days.
Since I was 15 years old, I’ve spent three full summers at Kutz, attended at least 7 week-long events, at least
a dozen weekends, and a dozen one-day events such as reunions and meetings. Then there was the four
years (1985-89) I was President of the Kutz Camp Alumni and Friends, the first attempt at an organized
alumni group among any of the camps.
At Kutz, I learned about programming, education, creative services, and song-leading. I washed dishes, was a
lifeguard at the pool, taught fingerpicking, emptied trash bins before breakfast, coordinated all-camp
services for two summers, did shmira (night guard duty, making sure curfew was observed), painted the
dining room ceiling, assisted the Third Cook, scraped candle wax off the floor the mornings after havdalah,
read Torah and supervised Torah reading, song-led for services, taught courses, studied Hebrew, attended
classes, facilitated programs, and used a pay phone that cost a nickel. I helped bring together far-flung
alumni and raise funds for items outside the budget. I learned about sharing a room, getting along with
others, dealing with teens and all kinds of people in all kinds of roles. I learned from and worked with rabbis,
professors, youth advisors, high school, college, and rabbinic and cantorial students, I had incredible personal
experiences and interactions over texts, songs, and Hearts games in the sun and under the moon. I made
lifelong friends.
Because Kutz was the sole national camp and was devoted over the summer to NFTY leadership programs in
youth group programming and administration, the arts, social action, and Jewish study, it brought together
people from all over the country, as well as from Israel and Europe. The campers and staff were leaders of
their youth groups, the regions, and the national organization. It was an incredible incubator of ideas, and I
still rely on some of what I experienced there.
With great sadness I learned at the end of November that this coming summer will be the last season of
youth leadership activities at Kutz Camp. The Union for Reform Judaism will cease programming, and most
probably will look to sell the now-valuable acreage on the NY/NJ border in southwestern Orange County.
All alumni are heartbroken that the youth of the future will not experience what we did. Some are angry
about the decision. I am infinitely more sad than I am angry, maybe because I understand the rationales: the
kids have great allegiance to their regional camps and would rather return there with their friends. They have
other opportunities in the summer for leadership, or for résumé enhancing experiences on college campuses.
There are fewer in that cohort. Attendance has declined from 400 in 1980 to about 125 last summer.
(Continued on next page.)
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But I wonder: where will Reform Judaism’s future leaders come from? They will still come from the regional
camps, and indeed they always have. Yet Kutz has been a unifying beacon, and we will lose this.
When I first stepped foot on Kutz Camp in August 1970, we were using the Union Prayer Book, only (straight)
men were ordained, and all our synagogues used organs. Rabbis didn’t have to spend a year studying in Israel.
“Reform” means change, and there’s long list of changes we’ve seen: new prayer books, new songs, new
priorities; we saw the URJ close its 12 regional offices and replace them with 4 districts without real estate,
i.e. people working from home offices with fax, email, cell phone, Skype, scan, and Zoom. Things change, and
we don’t always like it. We hope that new models will be successful; we just are fearful of what may be lost.
For those of us with precious memories of Kutz experiences, the Jewish command “Remember” becomes
operative in a new way.

President’s Message – January 2019
This month, we note with sorrow the passing of two founders of B’nai Sholom: Stan Bergman, and
Frank Steinhardt. Stan and Frank were part of the group that in 1971 voted to establish “The New
Reform Congregation.” Stan moved out west in 2014 to be with his daughter many years after the
death of his wife, Anne, to whom he was married for 52 years. Stan and Anne were two of the first
congregants to welcome our family to B’nai Sholom when we joined. As a wheelchair user, I carried
my son (who was three at the time) on my lap; Anne often reminded me, years later, about our
efficient mode of transportation!
In addition to his role as a founder, Frank also served our congregation as president. Although I
didn’t know Frank very well, I always enjoyed exchanging “gut yontif” with him at Rosh Hashanah
and Yom Kippur.
And I was so glad that both Stan and Frank were still with us in Albany in early 2012 when our
congregation kicked off its year-long 40th anniversary celebration.
With their vision, commitment and dedication to their ideals, the founders of B’nai Sholom created a
Reform Jewish house of worship that welcomes all, where we can “come as we are” and where
everyone can be not just a member but vital to the life of the community. We are here today
because of our founders’ legacy. I can’t think of a better way to thank them than to help continue
their legacy for generations to come.
This past Shabbat Hanukkah, our synagogue was jam-packed – with congregants, their adult
children, and adult children who came with their own youngsters. The room was filled with the
warmth and glow of several dozen hanukiyot, reminding me of how important B’nai Sholom is in
supporting me throughout the circle of life.
In this month’s Bulletin is an announcement by the B’nai Sholom Legacy Committee inviting
everyone to a reception recognizing members of the Legacy Society and offering an opportunity to
learn how to become a member. I will be there because I want B’nai Sholom to be there for me
throughout my life. I hope you will join me.
Shalom,
Barbara Devore
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B’nai Sholom Legacy Society – Upcoming Event!

Ensuring the Future
of B’nai Sholom …

… Creating a Jewish Legacy Today!
Members of B’nai Sholom’s Legacy Society have committed to make gifts to B’nai
Sholom in their wills, trusts, IRAs, or life insurance policies. Their gifts will
provide crucial support for the future of our community.

Please join us at a cocktail reception
to honor Legacy Society members.
Wednesday, January 16, 2019, 7:00 to 8:30 p.m.
Home of Mimi Bruce and David Ray, 4 South Lyons Avenue, Menands
Mark and Josh Brody, of Brody & Brody, attorneys at law, will present an
overview of the various ways congregants can provide a gift to B’nai Sholom as
part of their estate planning.

All congregants are invited and encouraged to attend!
RSVP: by email to office@bnaisholom.albany.ny.us Please put “Legacy” in the subject line.
“As my ancestors planted for me, so do I plant for those who will come after me.”-- Talmud Ta’anit 23
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CALLING ALL BAKERS
B’nai Sholom bakers have become renowned for the wonderful desserts
they provide for the Empty Bowls event sponsored by Hunger Action
Network of New York State and the Focus Churches. Let’s prove that we
still are great bakers! This year Empty Bowls will be held on Sunday,
February 3, at the Delmar Reformed Church to raise funds for food
programs and awareness about hunger in the Capital Region and
throughout the state.
These need not be fancy cookies -- brownies and chocolate chip cookies
are always popular. If you have a great gluten-free or nut-free recipe, please bake it! Items should
be finger-friendly, and freezer space is available to store your goodies if you want to make them
ahead of time.
To sign up to bake, please call Becky Marvin at 518-439-4574 or email her at
rmarvin@nycap.rr.com.
P.S. IF YOU CAN’T BAKE FOR EMPTY BOWLS, YOU CAN DO SO FOR THE DANCE TO
BENEFIT FAMILY PROMISE ON JANUARY 12. THESE GOODIES CAN BE PLAIN OR FANCY.
Contact Becky for delivery or pick-up details.

6th Annual Empty Bowls
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 3

12:30 PM – 2:30 PM

Delmar Reformed Church, 386 Delaware Ave., Delmar
This event raises funds and awareness to support the work of Hunger Action Network of New York
State to end hunger in the Capital District. Empty Bowls offers guests a meal of some of the area’s
best soups and artisan breads. The soup is served in bowls handcrafted by area potters and
craftspeople from our community. Guests take their bowls home as a symbolic reminder of all the
empty bowls in our community.
General admission: $25 Seniors, students, children: $15
Tickets can be purchased at the door but pre-purchase and reservations are preferred. Go to
https://www.hungeractionnys.org/ and scroll to the Empty Bowls logo.

PUT ON YOUR DANCIN’ SHOES
FOR FAMILY PROMISE
Come join in the fun of international folk dancing on Saturday, January
12, 2019, from 6:30 pm to 8:30 pm at the Delmar Presbyterian Church,
585 Delaware Ave., Delmar, while we help to support Family Promise of
the Capital Region. Our very own Joan and Jim Savitt, experienced
folk dance teachers who have taught at dance festivals and local folk dance events, have
graciously volunteered to teach us some simple international dances, including some from Israel.
All ages will be included as we all learn together.
B’nai Sholom Reform Congregation, Delmar Presbyterian Church and Journey United Church of
Christ continue to work together in support of homeless children and their families and are excited
to sponsor this interfaith event.
Refreshments will be provided by a team of star bakers from all three congregations. Monetary
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donations to Family Promise, while not required, will certainly be appreciated. IF YOU CAN BAKE
FOR
THIS
EVENT,
please
contact
Becky
Marvin.
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WANTED: SINGERS AND READERS FOR PURIM 5779!
Do you know who’s the leader of the club that’s made for you and me?
Can you say supercalifragilisticexpialidocious backwards?
What happens when you wish upon a star?
And just what does hakuna matata mean?
If you can answer one or more of those questions, then you’re perfect for our next Purim
shpiel!
The Shushan National Touring Company needs
SINGERS (on-key optional) AND MEGILLAH READERS
for yet another new Purim musical revue written by B’nai Sholom’s own pod of amazing,
award-whining songwriters.
Rehearsals will start in February, and you’ll need to be available to rehearse a few evenings
as needed.
Erev Purim is Wednesday, March 20, 2019.
If you’ve performed in a Purim shpiel before, then you know that we take our silliness
seriously. If you’ve never been part of one, why not join the fun this year!
For info and to sign up, contact Ben Marvin today:
phone 518-439-4574; email bamarvin4574@gmail.com

WATCH FOR OUR
ANNUAL PURIM BASKET EXTRAVAGANZA!
Therefore, do the Jews of the villages that dwell in the unwalled town, make the
fourteenth day of the month Adar a day of gladness and feasting and a good day,
and of sending portions one to another.
Esther 9:19
Purim is a day of taking and giving pleasure. Traditionally, we rejoice in our
deliverance from Haman by sending gifts of special foods to friends and relatives.
Tzedakah is performed by donating food or money and mishloah manot by sending
sweet treats to friends. Once again, our congregation would like to provide you with
the opportunity to fulfill two of the mitzvot of Purim – the giving of Tzedakah and
Mishloah Manot (Shalakhmones).
You can honor your fellow B’nai Sholom friends and support the congregation’s
fundraising efforts while participating in this wonderful tradition. A package generally
containing Hamantashen, fruit juice, nuts and other sweets can be sent to people you
designate in our congregation.
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SOCIAL ACTION
In December 2017, B’nai Sholom signed on as a Brit Olam Congregation with the Union
for Reform Judaism. The Brit Olam is a “Covenant with our World because we see the
world we want, not the world as it is.” It is a contract to help create “a World of
Compassion, Justice and Wholeness.”
There are many ways B’nai Sholom congregants can help to keep the “Covenant with our
World.” The Social Action Committee is providing information on community-wide
initiatives to help create “the world we want.”
South End Children’s Café
Flexible Volunteer Opportunity for Hearts, Hands, and Minds
The Café has a B’nai Sholom connection: the chef was generously funded by Ostroff Associates
in memory of Hal Rosenthal, former B’nai Sholom president. A plaque in the kitchen area reads:
“Welcome to the Hal Rosenthal Kitchen.”
The South End Children’s Café is a unique program that offers free dinner and homework help
during the school year to elementary-aged children residing in the South End, one of the poorest
neighborhoods in Albany. Located on 25 Warren Street and directed by the dynamic Tracie
Killar, the café has been open since November 2015. The facility is completely handicappedaccessible, from parking to kitchen to restrooms. There is plenty of parking in a lot across the
street and 2 spaces in front of the building.
Volunteering at the café offers great flexibility!
 You can volunteer as often as you wish, with a group of 2-3 people or individually.
 If you are scheduled to volunteer but are unable, they can find a substitute for you.
 Volunteers are needed for both kitchen and homework help.
 Orientation and training are required for those working directly with children.
 The chef is always present to supervise meal preparation. All food is provided;
volunteers just cook and serve.
 Hours are 3 PM – 6 PM. Wednesday and Thursday are the days with the greatest need
for volunteers. Friday is “pizza day,” so no kitchen help is needed.
 High-school age volunteers are welcome. If you wish to bring younger children, please
talk to Tracie first so you will know what to expect.

Their website includes a form for volunteering. Or you can call the café at 518-275-8890
Official website:
http://www.southendchildrenscafe.com/
Funding information:
https://www.streamsofdreams.org/proj_south.html

Chesed (acts of loving kindness) is considered one of the most important values
expressed in the Torah.
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THE CONGREGATION NOTES WITH THANKS THESE CONTRIBUTIONS…
You can contribute online at: https://bnaisholom.albany.ny.us/donations/
General Fund
In honor of David Liebschutz’s 60 birthday by Phil and Martie Teumim.
In memory of Seymour Schwartzman by Mindy Kramer.
In memory of Ted Shultz by Gary and Melissa Putterman Hoffmann.
In memory of Judy Dobris by the Family of Judy Dobris.
In memory of Adele Broch Krochmal by Herb and Ruth Swift.
In memory of Gertrude Slotnick and Estera Fiks by Howard and Bettina Stoller.
In memory of Benjamin Sacks by Paula Philo.
In appreciation of Dave Ray and Mimi Bruce by Amy and Yossi Koren-Roth.
Social Action Fund
In memory of Lillian Golderman and Shirley Sobell by Gail Golderman and Rochelle
Goldfarb.
Social Action Fund – Books for Babies
In memory of Stanley Bergman by Maryann Palumbo.
Barney Horowitz
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Jaimie Miller

The following Yahrtzeits will be observed in January.
1/4

Irving Goodman*; Michael Leon Kramer*; Vera Winston Propp*; Gerald Davis; Jean
Pacuk; Joseph Velk*; Walter L. Hock, Jr; Sylvia Brownstein; Kitty Lazoroff*; Ethel
Horowitz; Mortimer Henry Englander*; Janice Kerper; Bertha Ginsburg*; Allan B.
Cashman; Tirza Freeman

1/11

Avraham Koren*; Minnie Edel*; Martin Loeb*; Tobey Katz; Leo Cabelly; Bertye Balin;
Eleanor Marvin

1/18

Rena Bach*; Harold M. Smuckler*; Bertha Friedman; Marion Hock*; William Smith;
Bernard Smith; Irving Watnick; Merle Schaffer Sperber*

1/25

Leonard Samuels; Ronald Weisdorffer; Elizabeth Nelson Mutschler*; Allen Heffler;
Aaron David Stoller*; Max Fiks*; Sandra Samuels; Irving Schwartz; Sylvia Schwartz;
Ida Shapiro Jaffe*; George Raderman
*denotes that a Perpetual Memorial has been established.

B’Yachad News
B'Yachad has had a busy and exciting fall that culminated in a wonderful Hanukkah program
hosted by B'nai Sholom. The students learned more about the holiday through crafts, music,
and a performance put on by their peers, and the whole school also made dozens of
delicious sufganiyot. We are looking forward to the winter, when the next program will
celebrate Tu B'Shevat with a seder.
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Stanley Bergman; Franklin Steinhardt
With deep sorrow, the Congregation notes the passing of two of
our founders and longtime congregants: Stanley Bergman, and
Franklin Steinhardt, who also served as president (1981-1983).
May their memories be a blessing for their families, friends and
the entire B’nai Sholom community.

B’nai Sholom Scholarships for Jewish Summer Camps
Each summer, children and teens from our congregation
can attend Jewish summer camps and take specially
designed tours of Israel, strengthening their ties to Judaism
and its heritage. B'nai Sholom offers scholarships to
member families; these are funded by the interest and
matured principal from the synagogue's Israel Bonds
fund. Application forms for the scholarships are available
online and from the office and are due on January
31. Please contact Rabbi Cashman for more information about the camps and programs we
recommend or Martha Rozett, chair of the Scholarship Committee, for more information
about the terms and amounts of the scholarships.

SAVE THE DATE!
Please mark your calendars!
Please join us for B’nai Sholom’s Biannual Progressive Dinner
on March 2, 2019, sponsored by the Member Events Committee.
These dinners have been great successes in the past.
The evening will begin with appetizers at B’nai Sholom.
Participants will then go to one of the hosts’ homes for dinner,
and continue on to another home for dessert. It will be a night filled with adult
conversation and companionship.
Whether you’ve joined us before or not, we hope you will this time. If you are
interested in hosting a dinner or dessert for up to eight, or bringing an appetizer
to serve eight, please contact Bettina Stoller at bfstoller@gmail.com or by phone
at 518-489-8636. We need your help to make this event the enjoyable evening it
has been before.
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……to the following congregants who recently hosted an Oneg Shabbat: Susan Aron and Joe
DeFronzo, Linda Strohl, Amy Sternstein, Katelyn Ouellette and David DiPaola, Ann Lowenfels
and Steve Redler, and Beth Weissbart.
……to the Bulletin Brigade who helped fold, insert and stuff envelopes to get the December
Bulletin out: Steve Ableman, Cheryl Reeder, Rema Goldstein and Anne Hausgaard.
……to Amy Sternstein who helped the office manager send out a large mailing to all
congregants.

IT’S SNOWING—ARE WE OPEN? Check the telephone message on the B’nai
Sholom answering machine for up-to-date information about cancellations. We will
also try to post cancellations on our website. Email blasts will go out for
congregational events, and committee members will be notified. All this is
predicated on having power.
TAX SERVICES BEING OFFERED AT B’NAI SHOLOM: AARP, working
with Jewish Family Service’s Neighborhood Naturally Occurring Retirement
Community, is offering tax assistance for seniors on the following Tuesdays:
2/5, 2/12, 2/19, 2/26 and two other dates to be determined from 9 AM - 5 PM.
Because we are hosting, B’nai Sholom congregants are eligible to use this
service for free.

RABBI: Donald P. Cashman
PRESIDENT: Barbara Devore
OFFICE MANAGER: Christine Blackman
BOOKKEEPER: Lisa Allendorph
OFFICE HOURS: MON/WED/THURS/FRI 9:30 AM–3:30 PM

Articles and news received after the deadline are subject to omission.
As a rule, the bulletin deadline is the 2nd Wednesday of every month. Adherence to the deadline is
critical to ensuring the bulletin is sent out in a timely manner.
Period Covered
Deadline
February……………………………………………………………………………….…..……….January 9
March……………………………………………………………………………………..………February 13
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